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on seventeen shillings a week. He avoided conveyances and went on
foot everywhere. A couple of times he saw dramas. He joined the
London Vegetarian Society and soon found himself on its executive
committee. He licked to design its badge. Full of zeal, he started a
vegetarian club in fas locality, Bayswatcr. He became its secretary
and invited Sir Edwin Arnold to be the vice-president. But in a
short time he shifted his residence, and the club soon closed down.
Through the cult of vegetarianism Gandhi came in contact with
many interesting persons who had to do with new movements in
England—socialism, anarchism, atheism, thcosophy and birth con-
trol. He contributed nine articles on Hindu customs and diet to the
magazine, Vegetarian. The bar examinations did not require much
study and Gandhi wanted to utilize his time in taking some literary
degree. Oxford or Cambridge was beyond him because it meant
a longer stay and more expenses. He decided to appear for the
London Matriculation. It meant hard work but much addition to his
general knowledge and Gandhi took to his studies scrioiisly. He
passed in French, English and chemistry but failed in Latin. In his
second attempt, within six months, he chose heat and light instead
of chemistry in the science group and passed in June 1890.
Towards the end of 1889 Gandhi came across two theosophists, in
whose company he read the Gita for the first time. They were reading
Arnold's translation, The Song Celestial, and they invited Gandhi to
read the original with them. It made a deep impression on his mind.
Soon after he read Arnold's Light of Asia, with even greater interest,
and it whetted his appetite for studying the lives of other religious
teachers. The theosophist friends introduced him to Madame
Blavatsky and Annie Besant, The reading of theosophist literature
stimulated in Gandhi the desire to study Hinduism but he could not
be induced to join the Theosophical Society.
About the same time Dr. Josia Oldfteld, a room-mate, also a
vegetarian becoming interested in Gandhi's religious views, at-
tempted to combat what he believed to be false in them, and to
bring him over to the Christian faith. At his request Gandhi read
the Bible. He liked only the New Testament, especially the Sermon
on the Mount. He attended service at some churches, and heard
famous preachers like Spurgeon and Farrar, and especially Dr.
Parker to whose service in the City Temple he went again and again.
Religion became a new thing to him; his outlook was broadened.

